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received. [_] been filed in parent application Serial No filed on 
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PART M. 
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PART III. EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. § 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted 
no later than the payment of the Issue Fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Mr. John S. Mortimer on January 24, 
1995. 

In the claims: 

y / / / 

claims 21-24, 26 and 27 have been canceled, 
•^^laim 4, line 2, "coulter comprises a disk and the" has been 
deleted, 

aim 6: lines 2-3, "the second means comprises a wheel with 

y 

there being" has been changed to -- said line 3, -- first -- 

has been inserted preceding "wheel"; line 4, "so that" has been 
changed to -- mounts --, first -- has been inserted preceding 
"wheel" and -- so that it has been inserted preceding 
"traces" . 

Claim 10, line 4, "second", both occurrences, has been 
changed to first --; line"^, "second" has been changed to -- 
first and lastT^ine, "first" has been changed to -- second 
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^ Claim 11, line 2, "second" has been changed to first --; 
line 3, "second" has been changed to first --; and last line, 
"first" has been changed to -- second 

Claim 15, line 2, "first" has been changed to -- second -- 

y 

and line 3, "first" has been changed to -- second --. 



■Jiie following claim has been added: 



f^^^^^^^ (new) An apparatus for preparing soil for the placement 
therein of at least one of seed and additive, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a frame having a front and a rear; 

first means on the frame for penetrating the soil to create 
an opening for at least one of seed and additive as the frame is 
advanced in a travel direction; 

said first means comprising a rotary element having a rotary- 
axis; and 

second means on the frame overlapping the first means in a 
fore and aft direction for at least one of a) stripping soil 
clods from the first means, and b) loosening soil downstream of 
the first means, 

said second means comprising a first wheel, 

there being means mounting the first wheel to the frame for 
rotation relative thereto about an axis and so that the first 
wheel resides entirely rearwardly of the rotary axis of the 
rotary element. I\jk 
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Art Unit: 3501 

Reasons for Allowance: 

The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance: the instant invention is drawn to a unique device for 
removing trash from in front of a planter. The device provides 
and is limited in its broadest claim to a coulter disk followed 
by at least one toothed wheel which overlaps the coulter disk to 
clean off the disk and loosen soil behind the disk. The prior 
art of record does not anticipate nor render obvious the claimed 
subject matter. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 

submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to 

avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 

Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Spencer K. 
Warnick whose telephone number is (703) 308-3409. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 7:30 AM-5:00 PM. 
The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Randolph A. Reese, can 
be reached at (703) 308-2121. The fax number for this Group is 
(703) 305-3597 or 3598, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168, 
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